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DEGREE OFFERED

Certificate

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

Special care dentistry provides essential services to a diverse range of patients, such as those with cognitive dysfunction or intellectual disabilities
(e.g., dementia, Down Syndrome), complex medical conditions (e.g., cancer, diabetes), and physical limitations (e.g., muscular dystrophy, paralysis).
By addressing unique needs, special care dentistry aims to ensure that every patient has access to necessary dental care, regardless of their health
or functional challenges. The mission of this fellowship program is to provide high-quality, accessible dental care that respects the dignity, safety, and
well-being of each patient while setting a new standard for compassionate, evidence based, and inclusive care that serves as a model for special care
dentistry clinics across the state of Wisconsin.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

The fellowship in special care dentistry aims to:

1. Equip dentists with advanced clinical, behavioral, and interdisciplinary skills to provide high-quality oral healthcare to children and adults with special
healthcare needs.

2. Prepare graduates to overcome common access barriers through practice adaptations, interprofessional collaboration, and evidence-based care
strategies.

3. Develop practitioners who can serve as leaders and advocates for equitable oral healthcare for underserved populations.
4. Foster ethical, professional, and culturally responsive care in alignment with professional principles.
5. Promote scholarship and innovation in the field through research and community engagement.

This 37-credit, 12-month fellowship provides comprehensive training in special care dentistry with an emphasis on managing patients with intellectual
and developmental disabilities and other medically complex conditions. The curriculum integrates intensive clinical experiences across three semesters
with progressive didactic instruction in disability classification, hospital dentistry, pharmacology, pain and anxiety management, pediatric and geriatric
care, and interprofessional collaboration (including speech and occupational therapy). Fellows also develop competency in emergency management,
ethics, and public health approaches to care. A longitudinal research component spans all terms, supported by course work in research design and
biostatistics, culminating in a capstone project. In addition to on-campus clinical and didactic training, fellows have opportunities to observe and

assist with complex cases in community-based and clinical care settings under faculty supervision. The program also incorporates service-learning
experiences, including providing sealants to Milwaukee Public School students through a mobile dental program and delivering oral health care and
screenings in collaboration with Special Olympics.

At the conclusion of the year-long training program, fellows emerge with the skills to navigate complex medical histories, adapt treatment plans to unique
patient needs, and serve as leaders in improving oral health outcomes for underserved populations. With a unique blend of didactic instruction and
clinical immersion, this program represents a rigorous, practice-ready pathway for dentists seeking to expand their expertise and impact in special care
dentistry.

Program Requirements

Summer
Code Title Hours
DENT 6003 Dental Graduate Didactic Core Curriculum 3 (Practice Ethics)
DENT 6001 Dental Graduate Didactic Core Curriculum 1 (Clinical Photography)
DENT 6001 Dental Graduate Didactic Core Curriculum 1 (Emergency Medicine)
DENT 6001 Dental Graduate Didactic Core Curriculum 1 (Research Methods and Design)

Clinical Special Care Dentistry 1
Special Care Dentistry 1


http://www.marquette.edu/dentistry/
http://www.marquette.edu/dentistry/
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Fall
Code Title
DENT 6003 Dental Graduate Didactic Core Curriculum 3 (Speech Pathology)
DENT 6002 Dental Graduate Didactic Core Curriculum 2 (Biostatistics)
DENT 6002 Dental Graduate Didactic Core Curriculum 2 (Pharmacology and Pain/Anxiety Management)

Hospital Dentistry
Clinical Special Care Dentistry 2
Special Care Dentistry 2

Spring

Code Title
DENT 6003 Dental Graduate Didactic Core Curriculum 3 (Pediatric Dentistry)
DENT 6003 Dental Graduate Didactic Core Curriculum 3 (Public Health)

Clinical Special Care Dentistry 3
Special Care Dentistry 3

University Policies

Academic Censure - Graduate School (https://bulletin.marquette.edu/policies/academic-censure/graduate/)

Academic Integrity (https://bulletin.marquette.edu/policies/academic-integrity/)

Academic Misconduct (https://bulletin.marquette.edu/policies/academic-misconduct-policy/)

Academic Program Definitions (https://bulletin.marquette.edu/policies/academic-programs-defined/)

Accelerated Degree Programs (https://bulletin.marquette.edu/policies/accelerated-degree-programs/)
Attendance - Graduate School (https://bulletin.marquette.edu/policies/attendance/graduate/)
Awarding Diplomas and Certificates (https://bulletin.marquette.edu/policies/awarding-diplomas-certificates/)

Background Checks, Drug Testing (https://bulletin.marquette.edu/policies/background-checks-drug-testing/)

Class Rank (https://bulletin.marquette.edu/policies/class-rank/)

Commencement (https://bulletin.marquette.edu/policies/commencement/)

Course Levels (https://bulletin.marquette.edu/policies/course-levels/)
Credit Hour (https://bulletin.marquette.edu/policies/credit/)
Credit Load - Graduate School (https://bulletin.marquette.edu/policies/credit-load/graduate/)

Faculty Grading (https://bulletin.marquette.edu/policies/faculty-grading/)

Family Education Rights and Privacy Act-FERPA (https://bulletin.marquette.edu/policies/ferpa/)

Grade Appeals (https://bulletin.marquette.edu/policies/grade-appeals/)

Grading System - Graduate School and Graduate School of Management (https://bulletin.marquette.edu/policies/grading-system/graduate-
management/)

Graduation - Graduate School (https://bulletin.marquette.edu/policies/graduation/graduate/)

Immunization and Tuberculosis Screening Requirements (https://bulletin.marquette.edu/policies/immunization-and-tuberculosis-screening/)

Last Date of Attendance/Activity (https://bulletin.marquette.edu/policies/last-dateof-attendance-activity/)

Military Call to Active Duty or Training (https://bulletin.marquette.edu/policies/militarycall-active-duty-training/)

Registration - Graduate School (https://bulletin.marquette.edu/policies/registration/graduate/)

Repeated Courses - Graduate School (https://bulletin.marquette.edu/policies/repeated-courses/graduate/)

Student Consumer Complaints (https://bulletin.marquette.edu/policies/student-complaints/)

Student Data Use and Privacy (https://bulletin.marquette.edu/policies/student-data-use-privacy/)

Transcripts-Official (https://bulletin.marquette.edu/policies/transcripts-official/)

Transfer Course Credit - Graduate School (https://bulletin.marquette.edu/policies/transfer-course-credit-policy/graduate/)

Withdrawal - Graduate School (https://bulletin.marquette.edu/policies/withdrawals/graduate/)

Graduate School Policies

« Academic Performance (https://bulletin.marquette.edu/graduate/policies/academic-performance/)

¢ Advising (https://bulletin.marquette.edu/graduate/policies/advising/)

« Certificate Concurrent Enrollment (https://bulletin.marquette.edu/graduate/policies/certificate-concurrent-enrollment/)

« Comprehensive and Doctoral Qualifying Examination Appeal Policy (https://bulletin.marquette.edu/graduate/policies/exam-appeal/)

Hours

Hours
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Conduct (https://bulletin.marquette.edu/graduate/policies/conduct/)

Confidentiality of Proprietary Information (https://bulletin.marquette.edu/graduate/policies/confidentiality-proprietary-information/)
Continuous Enrollment (https://bulletin.marquette.edu/graduate/policies/continuous-enroliment/)

Courses and Prerequisites (https://bulletin.marquette.edu/graduate/policies/courses-prerequisites/)

Cross-listed Courses (https://bulletin.marquette.edu/graduate/policies/cross-listed-courses/)

Deadlines (https://bulletin.marquette.edu/graduate/policies/deadlines/)

Doctoral Degree Academic Program Overview (https://bulletin.marquette.edu/graduate/policies/doctoral-program-overview/)
Dual/Joint Programs of Study (https://bulletin.marquette.edu/graduate/policies/dual-joint-programs/)

Graduate Credit (https://bulletin.marquette.edu/graduate/policies/graduate-credit/)

Graduate School Policies (https://bulletin.marquette.edu/graduate/policies/)

Independent Study (https://bulletin.marquette.edu/graduate/policies/independent-study/)

Intellectual Property (https://bulletin.marquette.edu/graduate/policies/intellectual-property/)

Master's Degree Academic Program Overview (https://bulletin.marquette.edu/graduate/policies/masters-program-overview/)
Merit-Based Aid Registration Requirements (https://bulletin.marquette.edu/graduate/policies/merit-based-aid-registration-requirements/)

Research Involving Humans, Animals, Radioisotopes or Recombinant DNA/Transgenic Organisms (https://bulletin.marquette.edu/graduate/policies/
research-involving-humans-animals-radioisotopes-recombinant-dnatransgenic-organisms/)

Temporary Withdrawal from Graduate Program (https://bulletin.marquette.edu/graduate/policies/temporary-withdrawal-graduate-program/)
Time Limitations (https://bulletin.marquette.edu/graduate/policies/time-limitations/)
Working with Minors (https://bulletin.marquette.edu/graduate/policies/working-minors/)
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